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FLORENCE ASHLEY 
florence.pare@mail.mcgill.ca 

www.florenceashley.com 

EDUCATION 

2017/09 
Current 

LL.M., Bioethics Specialisation, McGill University, Montreal 
Thesis: Outlawing Transgender Reparative Therapy 
Supervised by Dean Robert Leckey 

2013/09–2017/06 B.C.L./LL.B., Minor in Philosophy, McGill University, Montreal 
Member of the Golden Key Honour Society (top 15% of class) 

EMPLOYMENT AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2019–2020 
Upcoming 

Justice Sheilah Martin, Supreme Court of Canada, Law Clerk 

2016/06–2017/09 Professor Yaëll Emerich, McGill University, Research Assistant 
 

2014/06–2014/12 Paul-André Crépeau Center for Private and Comparative Law, Researcher 

SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS 

Refereed publications 

Genderfucking Non-Disclosure: Sexual Fraud, Transgender Bodies, and Messy Identities, Dalhousie 
Law Journal, 2018, vol. 41, no 2 (in press) 

Gatekeeping Hormone Replacement Therapy for Transgender Patients is Dehumanising, Journal of 
Medical Ethics, 2019 (in press) 

Thinking an Ethics of Gender Exploration: Against Delaying Transition for Transgender and Gender 
Creative Youth, Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 2019 (in press) 

Don’t Be So Hateful—The Insufficiency of Anti-Discrimination and Hate Crime Laws in Improving 
Trans Wellbeing, University of Toronto Law Journal, 2018, vol. 68, no 1, pp. 1–36 

Qui est-ille ? Le respect langagier des élèves non-binaires, aux limites du droit, Service social, 2017, vol. 
63, no 2, pp. 35–50 

Non-refereed publications 

Social Transition (with Avy Skolnik) in Laura Erickson-Schroth (ed.), Trans Bodies, Trans Selves, 
2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2021 (in progress) 

Musings on the Legality of Anti-Trans Reparative Therapy in Laura Erickson-Schroth (ed.), Trans 
Bodies, Trans Selves, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2021 (in press) 
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The Only Reason I Don’t Have Rapid-Onset Gender Dysphoria in Laura Erickson-Schroth (ed.), 
Trans Bodies, Trans Selves, 2nd ed., Oxford University Press, 2021 (in press) 

Commentary—Puberty blockers are necessary, but they don’t prevent homelessness: caring for 
transgender youth by supporting unsupportive parents, The American Journal of Bioethics, 2019, vol. 
19, no 2, pp. 87–89 

Commentary—In Favor of Covering Ethically Important Cosmetic Surgeries: Facial Feminization 
Surgery for Transgender People (with Carolyn Ells), The American Journal of Bioethics, 2018, vol. 
18, no 12, pp. 23–25 

Letter to the Editor—Gender (De)Transitioning Before Puberty? A Response to Steensma and Cohen-
Kettenis (2011), Archives of Sexual Behavior, 2018 (in press) 

Other publications 

There Is No Evidence That Rapid-Onset Gender Dysphoria Exists, PsychCentral Mental Health 
Library, December 3rd, 2018 

Rapid-Onset Gender Dysphoria: A Parental Epidemic?, Impact Ethics, September 21st, 2018 

Can’t Touch This: Trinity Western, Nixon, and Human Rights Exemptions, Contours: Voices of 
Women in Law, 2018, vol. 6, pp. 84-89 

Grounding Ourselves: On Bill C-16 and Symbolic Legislation, University of Toronto Press Blog, 
January 26th, 2018 

Introduction – Canada in Zhan Chiam, Sandra Duffy, and Matilda González  Gil (eds.), Trans 
Legal Mapping Report 2017: Recognition Before the Law, Geneva, ILGA, 2017, p. 105 

XY in Suzanne Zaccour and Michaël Lessard (eds.), Dictionnaire critique du sexisme linguistique, 
Montreal, Éditions Somme Toute, 2017, pp. 234-242 

Sisterhood not Cisterhood: l’inclusion comme position politico-morale, Contours: Voices of Women 
in Law, 2017, vol. 5, pp. 1-7 

Editor’s Letter, Contours: Voices of Women in Law, 2017, vol. 5, pp. vii-ix 

Saved By Delatestryl: The Importance of Accessible Hormone Replacement Therapy (in two parts), 
McGill Journal of Law & Health Online, October 27th and November 3rd, 2016 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

Scholarships, fellowships, and other funding 

McGill Graduate Research Enhancement and Travel (GREAT) Award 2018-2019 ($1,500) 

McGill Research Group on Health and Law, Travel Grant 2019 ($500) 

McGill Research Group on Health and Law, Fellowship 2018-2019 ($1,500) 

Start Proud Student Leadership Scholarship 2018 ($2,500) 
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SSHRC Joseph-Armand Bombardier Graduate Scholarship, Master’s Scholarship 2018-2019 
($17,500) 

Bourse Dorais-Ryan, Graduate Scholarship 2017 ($2,000) 

McGill Research Group on Health and Law, Fellowship 2017-2018 ($500) 

O’Brien Fellowship in Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, Master’s Fellowship 2017-2018 
($25,000) 

Awards and honours 

Canadian Bar Association SOGIC Section, Hero Award 2018 

John W. Cook, K.C. Prize, Award Recipient 2017 ($3,685) 

Edwin Botsford Busteed Scholarship, Award Recipient 2017 ($8,136) 

Students' Society of McGill University, Community Engagement Award 2016-2017 

JOURNAL REVIEWER EXPERIENCE 

2018 Oñati Socio-Legal Series, ISSN 2079-5971 

2018 McGill Law Journal—Revue de droit de McGill, ISSN 0024-9041 

2018 Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, SAGE Publications, ISSN 1461-7021 

EDITORIAL POSITIONS 

2017/05–2018/08 Canadian Journal of Poverty Law, Peer-reviewed, Editor-in-Chief 

2016/09–2017/05 Contours – Voices of Women in Law at McGill University, Head French Editor 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

2018/05 
Current 

Canadian Professional Association for Transgender Health, Student Member 

2018/05 
Current 

World Professional Association for Transgender Health, Student Member 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

2018/06 
Current 

Committee on sexual orientation and gender vocabulary of the Office québécois de la 
langue française, Member 
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2016/11 
Current 

Comité trans of the Conseil québécois LGBT, Member 

2016/05 
Current 

Trans Legal Clinic, Montreal, Various roles 
2017/05 to Present – Chair of the Advisory Board 
2016/09 to 2017/05 – Member of the Executive Committee 
2016/09 to 2017/05 – Co-Director 
2016/05 to 2016/09 – Summer Intern  

2016/09–2017/12 McGill Equity Subcommittee on Queer People, Advisor 

2016/09–2017/05 OutLaw at McGill University, Vice President – External 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Guest lectures 

Clinical Practice with Trans People 
SWRK 325: Anti-Oppression Social Work Practices, McGill University, Montreal, 

February 18th, 2019 

Trans People and the Law’s Sexual Morality 
3910.03: Sexuality and the Law, Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto, February 11th, 

2019 

History of Trans People and the Law 
SWRK 342: Practice with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Two-Spirit People, McGill 

University, Montreal, November 7th, 2018 

Legal Regulation of Transgender Reparative Therapy 
GSFS 250: Sexual and Gender Diversity Studies, McGill University, Montreal, October 

10th, 2018 

Transgender Legal Issues 
HIST 315: Rights and Freedoms in Canadian Society, Concordia University, Montreal, 

March 7th, 2018 

La Transphobie 
365-GES-AS: Genre et Sexualité, Collège LaSalle, Montreal, February 15th, 2018 

Discrimination à l’emploi chez les personnes trans 
REI 1020G: Organisation et Dynamiques de la Firme, Université de Montréal, 

November 4th, 2017 

Trans Legal Issues 
SCPA 301: Social Debates and Issues in Public Policy Analysis, Concordia University, 

Montreal, October 31st, 2017 
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La Transphobie 
365-GES-AS: Genre et Sexualité, Collège LaSalle, Montreal, October 13th, 2017 

Le Sexisme linguistique 
LIN2685: Langue, genre et sexualité, Université du Québec à Montréal, Montreal, 

October 10th, 2017 

Sex, Gender and the Law 
POLI 320: Development of Western Legal Systems, Concordia University, Montreal, 

March 23rd, 2017 

Selective presentations 

“Torture Isn’t Therapy”: The Legality of Transgender Reparative Therapy 
 Inside Matters, 3rd Biennial Conference of the European Professional Association for 

Transgender Health, Rome, April 11-13th, 2019 

Genderfucking Non-Disclosure 
 McGill Queer Research Colloquium, Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist 

Studies, McGill University, Montreal, October 18nd, 2018 

The Constitutive In/Visibity of the Trans Legal Subject 
Interdisciplinary Trans Studies Graduate Student Conference 2018, Centre for 

Feminist Research, York University, Toronto, June 22nd, 2018 

Aspect légal et droits des personnes trans, PVVHC et PVVIH : où en sommes-nous? 
Accredited.  Symposium Psycho Social 2018. CAPAHC, Portail VIH/sida du Québec 

et ASTT(e)Q, Centre de recherche du CHUM, May 2nd, 2018 

Who is They? The Obligation to Respect Neutral Pronouns and Agreements in the Francophone School 
Legitimizing ‘iel’: Language and the Trans Community in Francophone and 

Anglophone Spaces, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, April 7th, 2018 

Transitioning Institutions Roundtable 
The Arts of Trans, Gender Diverse and Two-Spirit Lives Conference, Institute for 
Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies, McGill University, Montreal, April 5th 28 

Qui est-ille? L’obligation de respecter les pronoms et accords neutres 
2018 National Conference, Law Needs Feminism Because, University of Ottawa, 

March 3rd, 2018 

Réalités trans dans la francophonie 
Égalité et Légalité, Pride Canada Francophonie Conference, Montreal, August 18th, 

2017 

Don’t Be So Hateful 
LGBTIQA2S Lives, Pride Canada National Conference, Montreal, August 16th, 2017 

L’In/visibilité constitutive du sujet trans 
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Accredited. 11e Institut d’été de jurilinguistique, Paul-André Crépeau Centre for Private 
and Comparative Law, McGill University, Montreal, June 16th, 2017 

Qui est-ille? L’obligation de respecter les pronoms et accords neutres en contexte scolaire francophone 
Jeunesse, diversité sexuelle et pluralité des genres, Chaire de recherche sur 

l’homophobie, UQAM, Montreal, June 13th, 2017 

Alliances trans/féministes 
Féminisme : recherches en mouvements, Laval University, Quebec City, April 28th, 

2017 

Other presentations 

Torture Isn’t Therapy: Prohibiting Transgender Reparative Therapy 
Jack and Mae Nathanson Centre on Transnational Human Rights, Crime and Security, 

Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto, February 11th, 2019 

Talking Trans: Gender-Nonconforming Identities and the Law 
Queen’s OutLaw, Queen’s University Faculty of Law, Kingston, February 8th, 2019 

Enjeux cliniques et légaux des personnes trans et non-binaires 
Semaine de la diversité sexuelle et de genre à l’UQÀM, Association Étudiante 

Modulaire de Sexologie, UQÀM, Montreal, January 30th, 2019 

Social Determinants of Health and Intersection of Sex and Gender 
Gender-based Analysis Plus (GBA+) Forum, Status of Women Canada, Ottawa, 

November 22nd, 2018 

Creativity, Expression & The Law 
Contours—Voices of Women in Law and the Women of Colour Collective, Montreal, 

November 19th, 2018 

Qui est-ille? L’obligation de respect des pronoms et accords neutres 
Pan-Canadian Terminology Committee Conference, Canada Translation Bureau, 

Gatineau, October 15th, 2018 

French Language as an Oppressive Tool 
Grammaire Rebelle Book Launch, QPIRG Concordia, Montreal, September 20th, 2018 

Diversité de genre en droit du travail 
 With Maude Grenier and Justine Laurier. Bar-accredited. Les 2e mardi en droit du 

travail, Montreal, May 4th, 2018 

Testimonial Culture and Trans Expertise 
Trailblazers’ Testimonies Conference, McGill Women in Leadership Students 

Association, McGill University, Montreal, March 24th, 2018 

Atelier sur l'écriture inclusive en français 
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Équithé pour Francofête, Social Equity and Diversity Education Office, McGill 
University, Montreal, March 23rd, 2018 

Respect for Gender Neutral Pronouns and Agreement in French 
O’Brien Fellows Research Fellowship Forum, Centre for Human Rights & Legal 

Pluralism, McGill University, Montreal, March 21st, 2018 

Cause Lawyering as a Trans Jurist 
Cause Lawyering: Theory and Practice, Workshops on Social Science Research, 

Concordia University, Montreal, March 16th,  2018 

Le Code criminel à l'aide des personnes trans? Une remise en question 
Midi-conférence, Comité d'action féministe contre les discriminations, Université de 

Montréal, March 15th, 2018 

Regards croisés sur la justice sociale et l’accès à la justice  
Bar-accredited. Juripop and Faculté de science politique et droit, UQAM, Montreal, 

February 23rd, 2018 

Where Laws Meet Lives: Trans Activists Talk Back 
Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies, McGill University, Montreal, 

November 16th, 2017 

Decriminaliszing HIV Non-Disclosure: Disentangling Stigma and Marginalization from Canadian 
Criminal Law 

Bar-accredited. OutLaw and Criminal Law, McGill University, Montreal, November 
14th, 2017 

Trans Sensitivity Training 
Trans Legal Clinic, McGill University, Montreal, October 13th, 2017 

The Trans Employment Crisis 
Joint Chair in Women’s Studies, University of Ottawa & Carleton University, Ottawa, 

October 11th, 2017 

Rape Culture and Trans People 
ASSÉ Summer Training Camp, Saint-Raymond, August 13th, 2017 

Hormone Therapy & Gender Confirmation Surgery: Access for Youth 
McGill Journal of Law and Health, McGill University, Montreal, April 3rd, 2017  

Don’t Be So Hateful 
BLG Student Research Mini Conference, Paul-André Crépeau Centre for Private and 

Comparative Law, Montreal, March 31st, 2017 

Esquisse d’une analyse de la représentation des réalités trans 
Boucle Magazine, no 1 Launch, Artgang Montreal, Montreal, November 15th, 2016 

Legal Name and Gender Marker Changes in Quebec 
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Aide aux Trans du Québec, Montreal, September 20th, 2016 

MEDIA CONTRIBUTIONS 

Op-eds and magazine articles 

Even an academic hoax needs ethics approval, University Affairs, February 8th, 2019 

«M’entends-tu»: Pretzel, l'un des personnages les plus transphobes de la décennie?, Huffington Post 
Québec, December 10th, 2018 

The wrong elephant in the room, McGill Tribune, December 3rd, 2018 

Why reform Pride when you can just let it die?, NOW Magazine, vol. 38, no 12, p. 11, November 29th, 
2018  

There’s Nothing Unscientific About Gender Identity, Huffington Post Canada, November 27th, 2018 

Supporting transitioning trans people is not conversion therapy. It is the right thing to do, The Article, 
November 26th, 2018 

Les thérapies de conversion sexuelle sont-elles légales au Québec?, Huffington Post Québec, 
November 23rd, 2018 

Trans People Under Attack, The McGill Daily, vol. 108, no 10, p. 10, November 12th, 2018 

Let’s put bad fact patterns to rest, Quid Novi, vol. 40, no 6, p. 8-9, November 6th, 2018 

Title IX: la redéfinition du genre au pays de Trump menace les jeunes, Huffington Post Québec, 
October 25th, 2018 

Expertise cisgenre et témoignage transgenre: aller au-delà des clichés, Huffington Post Québec, 
September 10th, 2018 

Navigating Call-Out Culture: Queer Culture has Evolved, Not Lost its Edge, The McGill Daily, vol. 
108, no 2, p. 9, September 10th, 2018 

L’opposition médiatique aux communautés trans, Le Devoir, September 1st, 2018 

I Am Scared of Tomorrow, INTO More, August 12th, 2018 

Queerons notre lexique (in three parts), Urbania, July 31st, August 1st, and August 3rd, 2018 

Man who changed legal gender to get cheaper insurance exposes the unreliability of gender markers, 
CBC News, July 28th, 2018 

Ford’s Drug Plan Changes Will Out Many Young Adults’ Private Lives To Parents, Huffington Post 
Canada, July 19th, 2018 

Back to the Cutting Table: Journaling Through Genital Reassignment Surgery, INTO More, June 23rd, 
2018 

If Gender Identity is Immutable, Do We Really Need to Know More?, INTO More, June 13th, 2018 
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The critical state of trans health care and the importance of therapeutic alliance, CATIE Blog, May 
28th, 2018 

La grave réalité des personnes trans en santé et l’importance de l’alliance thérapeutique, CATIE Blog, 
May 28th, 2018 

Wonderfully Monstrous Bodies, INTO More, May 20th, 2018 

Non, on ne peut pas exclure les personnes non-binaires, Fugues, May 8th, 2018 

Le difficile respect des personnes non-binaires, La Presse, April 22nd, 2018 

Réalités transféminines et violences carcérales, À bâbord!, 2018, no 74, p. 36 

La fabrication de l’indignation (with Marie-Pier Boisvert), La Presse, April 13th, 2018  

Un corps de femme, Art/iculation Magazine, Alive & Well, p. 29, April 7th, 2018 (issue nominated 
for Best Academic Publication at the Canadian Online Publishing Awards) 

Why “rapid-onset gender dysphoria” is bad science (with Alexandre Baril), The Conversation, March 
22nd 2018; also in Medical Xpress, March 23rd 2018, National Post, March 23rd 2018, and 
PinkNews, March 30th 2018 

Mieux représenter les personnes trans dans nos guides scolaires, Ricochet, February 19th, 2018 

I won’t be silenced: Student academic freedom must be protected by the University, The McGill Daily, 
vol. 107, no 13, p. 7, January 15th, 2018  

Lettre aux futurs parents d’enfants trans, Urbania, January 8th, 2018 

Professorship versus censorship: Should Jordan Peterson continue to be given a platform on trans rights?, 
NOW Magazine, January 2nd, 2018  

Le travail affectif du placard : regards sur la socialisation des femmes trans, Boucle Magazine, no 2, Le 
Care, December 20th, 2017 

Transgender Kids doc doesn't present facts fairly. CBC was right not to show it, CBC News, December 
18th, 2017 

Un livre décevant: «TRANSition» de Jean-Sébastien Bourré, Huffington Post Québec, December 
1st, 2017 

Free speech concern seems all too selective, Montreal Gazette, p. A12, November 24th, 2017; also in 
The Province, November 23rd, 2017 

…Sounds pretty gay to me, The McGill Daily, vol. 107, no 11, p. 10, November 20th, 2017 

A woman’s body, The McGill Daily, vol. 107, no 5, p. 9, October 1st, 2017 

No, pronouns won’t send you to jail: The misunderstood scope of Bill C-16, The McGill Daily, vol. 
107, no 3, p. 10, September 18th, 2017 
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L’effet National Geographic et l’inclusion des personnes trans : une critique, Fugues, September 6th, 
2017 

Séparer le problème du non-problème : le genre grammatical, Fugues, July 25th, 2017; also in Presse-
toi à gauche!, September 12th, 2017 

Neither the U.S. nor Canada Are Edens for Trans People, The Advocate, August 14th, 2017 

La science et les hommes enceints, Le Journal de Montréal, August 9th, 2017 

L’idéologie cisgenre, Le Journal de Montréal, July 6th, 2017 

Projet de loi du Parti Québécois : vers l’inclusion des personnes non-binaires?, Ricochet, June 14th, 2017 

Protecting transgender people means protecting our pronouns (with Lee Airton), The Globe and Mail, 
May 30th, 2017 

Heineken: The Beverage of Choice for Self-Congratulatory Progressives, The Body is Not an Apology, 
May 20th, 2017 

Better Not Want Health and Housing: How the Quebec Government Fails Trans Migrants, Quid 
Novi, vol. 38, no. 12, p. 8, February 7th, 2017 

Enforcing the deadname, The McGill Daily, vol. 106, no 6, p. 8, October 17th, 2016; also in Quid 
Novi, vol. 38, no. 4, p. 16, October 25th, 2016 

Une politique sans bon sens, Journal Métro, vol. 16, no 117, p. 14, August 17th, 2016 

Un texte progressiste, vraiment? Réponse à la lettre ouverte d’Alexandra Pelletier et Marie-Pier Lauzon, 
Ricochet, July 4th, 2016 

Interviews 

Droits, Trolls et médias 
Video interview by James Gallo. Les 3 James, Les 3 sex, February 12th, 2019 

Facets of Trans Justice 
Radio interview by Jennifer Seidel. LegalEase, CKUT 90.3 FM, February 8th, 2019 

En-“gendering” change / Et si le genre était juste humain 
Magazine interview by Maryse Chouinard. CBA/ABC National Magazine, February 5th, 2019 

Le changement de genre 
Broadcast interview by Marina Orsini. Marina Orsini, Radio-Canada, Montreal, October 31st, 

2018 

L’impact dangereux de l’administration Trump sur la sécurité des personnes trans 
Magazine interview by Guillaume Mansour. Urbania, October 25th, 2018 

Des parents transgenres critiquent les certificats de naissance 
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Broadcast interview by Michel Marsolais. Le Téléjournal, Radio-Canada, Montreal, August 5th, 
2018 

2018 Supreme Court Clerks 
Magazine Interview. Focus Online, McGill Faculty of Law, April 23rd, 2018 

Juriste trans recherche justice 
Magazine interview by Delphine Jung. Droit-Inc. Interviewed by Delphine Jung, March 7th, 2018 

Florence Ashley joins Jennifer Campbell to talk about a transgender kids documentary that doesn't 
present the facts fairly 

Radio interview by Jennifer Campbell. The Jennifer Campbell Show, 570 NEWS, Kitchener, 
December 19th, 2017 

Un partenaire sexuel devrait-il avoir le droit de vous cacher son VIH?  
Video interview by Rose-Aimée Automne T. Morin. URBANIA, November 24th, 2017 

Law, Life, Love 
Radio interview by Eve Parker Finley. Tranzister Radio, CKUT 90.3, November 9th, 2017 

Being A Trans* Canadian Advocate 
Podcast by Melissa DaSilva. Pride Connections Podcast, Episode 25, October 23rd, 2017 

Florence Ashley, Canadian Trans Advocate 
Video interview by Cassie Brighter. Empowered Trans Woman Online Summit, October 13th, 

2017 

Trans advocates call for protection of sex workers after Pointe St. Charles murder 
Broadcast interview by Denise Roberts. CTV News at Six, CTV News Montreal, September 

19th, 2017 

Transfeminine Experiences in Quebec 
Magazine interview by Audrée-Maude Falardeau. Boucle Magazine, no 1, Être Humain, 

November 15th, 2016  

LANGUAGES 

French, English (oral and written mastery) 
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